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The ICA programme, funded by Health Education England (HEE) and run by the National Institute for
Health Research [7] (NIHR) provides a range of opportunities to undertake fully-funded clinical research,
research training and professional development, while maintaining clinical practice and salary. The
programme aims to develop the clinical academic research leaders of the future - with the potential to
become independent researchers and lead their own research projects.
The video case study above features consultant midwife Yana Richens OBE talking about her research
project as part of the ICA Programme. She explains the benefits of the award, both to her as an individual
and for patients.

The ICA programme is formed of five elements, plus a mentorship scheme:
Click on the below links and then on the corresponding tab at the bottom of the page.
Internships [8]
Pre-doctoral Clinical Academic Fellowships [8] (from Spring 2018)
Clinical Doctoral Research Fellowships [8]
Clinical and Senior Clinical Lectureships [8]
We have launched a Pre-doctoral Clinical Academic Fellowship [9] (PCAF) Scheme which will replace the
Integrated Clinical Academic (ICA) Masters Studentship. The Fellowship will support award holders to split
their time equally between clinical service and academic training over a two-year period. During this time,
Fellows will undertake clinical research training in the workplace and linked to a university, designed
around their unique training needs.

Resources and case studies [10] are available to support your decision making and
conversations with your manager.

How to apply

For details on the various schemes within the programme, when to apply and how an award works, please
download our guide to the ICA programme. For more information on the ICA programme and how to apply
visit www.nihr.ac.uk/hee-ica [11].
Eligibility
We have a revised list of eligible professions holding a Professional Doctorate. For more information on the
ICA programme and how to apply visit www.nihr.ac.uk/hee-ica [11].
Eligibility for the Integrated Clinical Academic Programme Clinical Lecturer and Senior Clinical Lecturer
awards [12]has been extended. It will now include Professional Doctorate graduates, providing they can
evidence the quality and proportionality of research education, training and experience gained within their
Higher Education Institution.
The HEE Clinical Academic Careers Stakeholder Group set up a working group to look into this issue,
gather views from across the system and establish a set of criteria which holders of Professional Doctorates
must show that they meet before being considered.
Applicants will need to gain support from their academic institution to confirm that they meet these criteria.
Once this has been done, applicants should contact TCCawards@nihr.ac.uk [13] before proceeding with
their application, as each case will be reviewed on an individual basis.

Cross-funder survey of enablers and barriers to progressing a
research-related academic career in the non-medical health
professions
It is important that people from health professions other than medicine are involved in research.
We commissioned Southampton University to run a survey to establish the reasons why people from these
backgrounds go into research and why they might be put off. The findings show what steps can be taken to
support people from non-medical health professions to pursue research-related academic careers.
Download the report from the bottom of this page.

Related Documents
HEE.NIHR_.ICA GUIDE BOOKLET_0 (.pdf) 7.78 MB [14]
NHS008_NIHR_ICA GUIDE_FULL EDITION_V8.2 12-09-2017 (1) (.pdf) 1.09 MB [15]
2017-01 ICA Eligible Professions and Registration Bodies_1 (.pdf) 110.84 KB [16]
Cross Funder Survey Summary Document April 2019 (.pdf) 1.32 MB [17]
HEE NIHR Cross funder NMAHP final full report April 2019 (.pdf) 1.32 MB [18]

Related Content

Clinical academic careers
The Clinical Academic Careers Framework proposes an over-arching structure to develop the clinical
academic workforce for patient benefit and a consolidated programme for non medical health professions.
This forms part of our organisation's Research and Innovation Strategy.
Read more [19]

Bridging scheme
Bridging schemes are a way of providing support to clinical academics to build on their previous academic
training and develop proposals for a pre or post-doctoral award, and take the next step on their clinical
academic pathway.
Read more [20]

Research internships
Research internships offer an introduction to all aspects and roles across clinical academic research from
trial design, data management through to undertaking practical research in a clinical environment.
Read more [21]
Return to the top of the page.
Source URL (modified on 06/04/2020 - 11:55): https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/clinical-academiccareers/integrated-clinical-academic-ica-programme

Links
[1] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work
[2] https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/
[3] https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/
[4] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/news-blogs-events
[5] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/about
[6] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/covid-19
[7] https://www.nihr.ac.uk/
[8] https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/academy-programmes/hee-nihr-integrated-clinical-academicprogramme.htm
[9] https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-and-support/funding-for-training-and-career-development/trainingprogrammes/nihr-hee-ica-programme/nihr-hee-ica-programme-pcaf.htm
[10] https://hee.nhs.uk/our-work/clinical-academic-careers
[11] http://www.nihr.ac.uk/hee-ica
[12] https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding-and-support/funding-for-training-and-career-development/trainingprogrammes/nihr-hee-ica-programme/
[13] mailto:TCCawards@nihr.ac.uk
[14]
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEE.NIHR_.ICA%20GUIDE%20BOOKLET_0.pdf
[15]
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/NHS008_NIHR_ICA%20GUIDE_FULL%20EDITION_V8.2%
09-2017%20%281%29.pdf
[16] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2017-

01%20ICA%20Eligible%20Professions%20and%20Registration%20Bodies_1_0.pdf
[17]
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEE%20NIHR%20Cross%20funder%20NMAHP%20final%20
[18]
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/HEE%20NIHR%20Cross%20funder%20NMAHP%20final%20
[19] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/clinical-academic-careers
[20] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/clinical-academic-careers/integrated-clinical-academic-icaprogramme/bridging-scheme
[21] https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/clinical-academic-careers/research-internships

