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Dental Nurse with
Extended Skills

Dental Nurse/OHP
entry point to further

DCP training

Oral Health
Practitioner (OHP)

Senior NHS
Leader/
Manager

NHS
Consultant

Team Leader
Apprenticeship

Masters in Maxillofacial
Prosthetics/Technology

Orthodontic Therapist

Dental Hygienist

School Leaver

Dental Technician

Dentist

Clinical Dental

Technician (CDT)
Dental Therapist or

Hygiene-Therapist 

Extended Skills Training in:

  Special Care Dentistry
  Topical Fluoride Application
  Dental Radiography
  Dental Implant Nursing
  Orthodontic Nursing

Specialist working in
secondary care

Assessed / mediated entry
to specialist register

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 1

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 2

Year 5

Year 2
(or Year 1 for graduate
entry programmes)Year 1

Year 4Year 3

Intercalated
Degree

(+ 1 year)

Primary Care Dentist
(GDP, Salaried)

Dental Core Trainee 1 (DCT1)

Dental Foundation
Trainee (DFT)

Dental Core Trainee 2 (DCT 2)

Dental Core Trainee 3 (DCT3)
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Specialist working
in primary dental care

Hospital Staff Grade/
Speciality Dentist

Level 2 – accredited dentist
working in primary care

Dentist with
enhanced skills

*Entry to specialist register limited
to certain specialties only after

3 years training

Graduate/BSc

Dentist & DCP non-academic routes
 
Dental nursing / oral health practitioner
Dental technology (DT) / clinical DT
Orthodontic therapy
Dental hygiene / therapy
Dentistry pre-registration & foundation training
Graduate entry / intercalated degree route
Primary dental care
Dental core training
Specialty training
Post-CCST training
Non-consultant specialist
Enhanced dental practitioner

Dental Nurse

Entry point to pathway

Nodal point/change

Stop or additional opportunity
along pathway

‘One way’* pathway

*Solid lines (no arrows) denote routes where there may be the option to move
into another or previously held grade.

Key



Dental Nurse with
Extended Skills

Dental Nurse/OHP
entry point to further

DCP training

Oral Health
Practitioner (OHP)

Senior NHS
Leader/
Manager

NHS
Consultant

Team Leader
Apprenticeship

Masters in Maxillofacial
Prosthetics/Technology

Orthodontic Therapist

Dental Hygienist

School Leaver

Dental Technician

Dentist

Clinical Dental

Technician (CDT)
Dental Therapist or

Hygiene-Therapist 

Extended Skills Training in:

  Special Care Dentistry
  Topical Fluoride Application
  Dental Radiography
  Dental Implant Nursing
  Orthodontic Nursing

Specialist working in
secondary care

Assessed / mediated entry
to specialist register

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 1

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 2

Year 5
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(or Year 1 for graduate
entry programmes)Year 1

Year 4Year 3

Intercalated
Degree

(+ 1 year)

Primary Care Dentist
(GDP, Salaried)
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Dental Foundation
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Specialist working
in primary dental care

Hospital Staff Grade/
Speciality Dentist

Level 2 – accredited dentist
working in primary care

Dentist with
enhanced skills

*Entry to specialist register limited
to certain specialties only after

3 years training

Graduate/BSc

Dentist & DCP non-academic routes
 
Dental nursing / oral health practitioner
Dental technology (DT) / clinical DT
Orthodontic therapy
Dental hygiene / therapy
Dentistry pre-registration & foundation training
Graduate entry / intercalated degree route
Primary dental care
Dental core training
Specialty training
Post-CCST training
Non-consultant specialist
Enhanced dental practitioner

Dental Nurse

Entry point to pathway

Nodal point/change

Stop or additional opportunity
along pathway

‘One way’* pathway

*Solid lines (no arrows) denote routes where there may be the option to move
into another or previously held grade.

Key

Dentist flexible, combined & part-time routes
 
Dental core / specialty training & primary dental care
Part-time dental core / specialty training
Dental core training leading to enhanced practitioner
Primary dental care combined with enhanced practitioner training



Dental Nurse with
Extended Skills
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entry point to further
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Practitioner (OHP)

Senior NHS
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Orthodontic Therapist
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School Leaver

Dental Technician

Dentist

Clinical Dental

Technician (CDT)
Dental Therapist or

Hygiene-Therapist 

Extended Skills Training in:

  Special Care Dentistry
  Topical Fluoride Application
  Dental Radiography
  Dental Implant Nursing
  Orthodontic Nursing

Specialist working in
secondary care

Assessed / mediated entry
to specialist register

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 1

DFT & DCT 1 /
GPT Year 2

Year 5
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(or Year 1 for graduate
entry programmes)Year 1

Year 4Year 3

Intercalated
Degree

(+ 1 year)

Primary Care Dentist
(GDP, Salaried)
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Specialist working
in primary dental care

Hospital Staff Grade/
Speciality Dentist

Level 2 – accredited dentist
working in primary care

Dentist with
enhanced skills

*Entry to specialist register limited
to certain specialties only after

3 years training

Graduate/BSc

Dentist & DCP non-academic routes
 
Dental nursing / oral health practitioner
Dental technology (DT) / clinical DT
Orthodontic therapy
Dental hygiene / therapy
Dentistry pre-registration & foundation training
Graduate entry / intercalated degree route
Primary dental care
Dental core training
Specialty training
Post-CCST training
Non-consultant specialist
Enhanced dental practitioner

Dental Nurse

Entry point to pathway

Nodal point/change

Stop or additional opportunity
along pathway

‘One way’* pathway

*Solid lines (no arrows) denote routes where there may be the option to move
into another or previously held grade.

Key

Dentist flexible, combined & part-time routes
 
Dental core / specialty training & primary dental care
Part-time dental core / specialty training
Dental core training leading to enhanced practitioner
Primary dental care combined with enhanced practitioner training

NHS Clinical Manager

Clinical Academic
– DCP

DCP Internship Opportunity
(HEE/NIHR)

Doctoral Level
Study – DCP

Senior Academic

Senior Clinical Lecturer/
Teaching Fellow

Postdoctoral
Training

Fellowship

Clinical
Lecturer

PhD Fellowship

Post-Doctoral
Level Study – DCP

MRes (NIHR) – DCP

NIHR ACF – Primary
Dental Care (PDC)

MRes – Dentist

Doctoral Level Study – Dentist

ACF
DCT 1

ACF
DCT 2

ACF
DCT 3

ACF S
T1

ACF S
T2

ACF S
T3

ACF S
T4

+

Dentist working in
Primary Care
undertaking
Fellowship

(e.g. leadership)

Dentist in PG
training

undertaking
Fellowship†

Dentist with
enhanced skills

undertaking
Fellowship

†On completion of
fellowship, trainees will

generally re-enter or
continue along pathway at

the point of exit.
Progression to higher grade

not automatic.

Academia, fellowships & management routes
 
Academic dental core training
Academic specialty training    
Specialty training PhD fellowship
NIHR academic routes
DCP doctoral / senior academic route
Doctoral route for dentists
DCP management / leadership route
Dentist fellowship route


