
Start

You can follow pathway 1 
and apply to  your medical 

school for selection to a 
SFP in the foundation 
school local to your 

medical school 

Are you a 
current 

medical school 
student in 
England?

Are you 
interested in 

a SFP in 
England?

Were you 
selected by 

your 
medical 

school for a 
SFP?

You are 
automatically 

allocated to the 
foundation school 

local to your 
medical school

You are 
automatically 

allocated to the  
SFP group in your 

foundation school

Once in the SFP 
group you should 

preference SFP 
programmes

You are allocated to a SFP 
via Preference Informed 

Allocation 

Do you want to 
apply to your 

medical school 
to be selected 

for a SFP?

You can apply for 
an FPP and/or be 
allocated to a FP 

via Preference 
Informed 

Allocation (PIA)

You were allocated 
to Scotland, Wales 

or Northern 
Ireland. 

You can preference 
the SFP group as 

the first preference 

You are allocated 
to a group via PIA

You are  
allocated to 
a SFP group 
in England

You can follow 
pathway 2 and 

preference 
foundation schools 
ahead of allocation 

via PIA

Were you 
allocated to a 

foundation 
school in 
England?

You  allocated to a group 
and should preference 

programmes in that group

You are matched to a 
Foundation Programme via 

Preference Informed 
Allocation

END

NoYes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

You should follow 
the  SFP process in 
Scotland, Northern 

Ireland or Wales, 
depending on your 

allocation

Yes

No

Yes

You are 
automatically 

allocated to the 
selected SFP 
programme 

(selected by your 
medical school)
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